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have only to refer under the proper head for ready-made
answers for each problem. If ever such a theory of an
ethical Papacy found a philosophic advocate (and I am
not aware of any writer upon whom it can be charged),
Mr. Stephen is certainly entitled to treat it as 'an ob-
solete form of speculation;' but no less so must we treat
his evolutionary argument against it. His sword is sharp,
but it cuts through a cloud.

The second objection to admitting conscience among 'the
elementary instincts' insists upon a peculiarity which un-
doubtedly distinguishes it from the most marked examples
of that class Of the appetites and passions, for instance,
each directs itself upon some one kind of object, which is
the answer to its want; it alone is related to that object
(hunger, for example, to food), and has a right to it or
supremacy over it. If disappointed of it and put down by
the inrush of some interfering solicitations, pain ensues:
why? Because its natural sway over its own province is
suspended and neutralised by an interloper that preoccupies
the executive, which, being able to do only one thing at a
time, is distracted by the importunities of two. The suffer-
ing, therefore, from a disregarded instinct is due to its co-
ordination, in a complex conception, with other instincts,
and the synchronous action of wants which are at peace
only when successive in their operation. But nothing of
this sort can be alleged of conscience. It has no detached
province with single and separate functions of its own. It
has no co-ordinates, whose different and independent
functions can claim to suspend it and push it out of its
place, when due. If it had, there would arise disputes of
relative rights between them and it, and we should need an
ulterior judge to determine which was chargeable with
arrogating too much: so that we should have to set a con-
science behind a conscience tn infinttum. Conscience, in
short, involves 'a judgment df the whole character;' and
that we can never get, so long as we make it itself a part of
the character, by ranging it with the instincts that are